
Rising Year III 

Summer Reading 2019   

“Blockbuster Books” 

Common Core RL 8.7--Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or 

drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the 

director or actors. 

 

Global Context: Personal and Cultural Expression 

Essential Question: What is gained and/or lost when novels are made into major motion 

pictures? 

 

The student must read the book and view the movie version of the book to be able to answer the 

essential question for the project. Book/Movie choices for Year 3 students are: 

• The Book Thief by Markus Zusak      

• The Fault in Our Stars by John Green*       

• The Help by Kathryn Stockett* 

• The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien *    

• Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly * 

    

*Our Media Center at Paisley IB Magnet has some copies of these titles available for summer 

checkout. These books may also be procured at local libraries, used book stores (such as McKay 

or thriftbooks.com), major retailers (such as Barnes and Noble or Amazon), and via e-books 

(such as Kindle or Nook). You will be allowed to use your mobile device at school with signed 

permission. All of the movie versions are available online and at the Public Library.  

 

As you read, carefully consider the following questions. (These will be used for our Socratic 

Seminar when we return in August.) 

I. Identify and describe conflicts presented in your novel. 

a. Were they mostly external, internal, or both? 

b. How did characters resolve the conflicts they encountered? 

 

II. Analyze the author’s style/craft.  

a. Who is the narrator in the novel? What are the advantages and/or disadvantages 

of this narrator telling the story?  How would the story be different if told from 

another perspective? 

b. What are other special features of the author’s style? 

 

III. Decide on at least three key themes illustrated through your novel. 

a. What are the universal truths revealed through the story’s plot? 

b. How do you see these themes evident in your community? 

 

IV. Connect—How can you relate to the character(s), conflict(s), or theme(s) described 

in the novel?   



Summer Reading Product Choices 

The goal of our summer reading projects is to highlight the key differences between the original 

novel and Hollywood interpretation. Please review the project choices below: 

 

Interviewing the Author 

Imagine that you are questioning the author of your novel about what he/she thinks of the 

Hollywood adaptation. Come up with a list of questions you want to ask about actors/actresses 

chosen to play the characters from the book, addition or omission of specific scenes, and use of 

special effects, scenery, and other movie elements that were not present in book. After 

composing the questions and answers for your author, grab a parent, sibling, or friend to help 

you video your interview.  (Look up “Inside the Actor’s Studio” online for a model interview) 

 

Character Podcast 

From the perspective of one of the characters in your novel, record a podcast that details your 

impressions of the film. You will need to address how you were portrayed in the film, changes in 

plot, advice you would offer to the director or to the actor/actress playing your role, and other 

movie elements that were not present in the book.  

 

Symbolic Model  

Symbols are objects that represent bigger concepts or ideas. As you view the film version, look 

for one symbol that is also present in the novel. Does it seem as important in the film as it is in 

the novel? Design and create a 3-D model (i.e. diorama, mobile, sculpture, etc.) The only 

limitations for this product are the boundaries of your creativity. You also must include a one-

page description of your symbol; explain why you chose it and its significance in the film and 

the novel. 

 

*Do you have other cool ideas? We welcome innovation; let us know if we can approve a 

special project plan for you! Please email Mrs. Dancy (pbdancy@wsfcs.k12.nc.us), Ms. 

Wilson (smwilson@wsfcs.k12.nc.us) , or Ms. Allman (biallman@wsfcs.k12.nc.us) if you 

have questions or suggestions.  

 

Alternative project: If you are unable to view the film version (reading a novel is required), you 

will design an original DVD cover for the book/movie. On the front, you must provide color, 

creative cover art that includes the title and author. The back should feature the names of 

actors/actresses that you would select for characters and a brief summary of the movie’s plot. 

Inside the case, please include a detailed sketch for each main character; how will 

actors/actresses know about the characters they will be playing?  

 

Due date for Summer project is 31 August 2018. 
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